
Divorce Options in Connecticut
In Connecticut, all parties must ordinarily wait at least 90 days to get a divorce. However, other 
options may take less time. Match the color from the chart below to the same color on page 2 for the 
options that apply to your case. 

Do you and your spouse have, or expect to have, 
 a full agreement on ALL issues (e.g., alimony, 
 child support, visitation, custody, division of 

 property/money, payment of debts)?

Below are TWO options for getting a divorce  
without waiting the 90 days.

Begin the initial divorce paperwork. 

See “Divorce Without an Agreement – Part 1” on page 2. 

OPTION 1
Attendance in Court NOT Required

You and your spouse may get a divorce without 
the need to see a judge, if you meet all of the 
following conditions:

1. Married 9 years or less
2. Neither you nor your spouse is pregnant
3. No children
4. No interest or title in real property
5. Property owned is less than $80,000
6. No defined benefit pension plan
7. No pending bankruptcy proceedings
8. No other divorce action pending
9.  No restraining or protective orders

between you and your spouse

See “Nonadversarial (Simplified) Divorce” on page 2. 

OPTION 2
Divorce at Any Time Without Waiting 

You and your spouse may get a divorce at any 
time by asking the court to “waive” the 90-day 

waiting period. 

See “Divorce with an Agreement – Waive 90” on page 2. 

*  Appearance:  A form your spouse fills out to tell the court that 
he or she will be participating in the divorce proceedings.

**    Return Date:  Day that marks the beginning of the 90-day  
waiting period. Date is located on the summons. 

The Judicial Branch of the State of Connecticut complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
If you need a reasonable accommodation in accordance with the ADA, contact a court clerk or an ADA contact person listed at  

www.jud.ct.gov/ADA.

Has your spouse filed an Appearance?*

NO: If it has been at least 30 days from the  
Return Date,** you may get divorced without 
your spouse by asking the court to “waive” the 
90-day waiting period. 

See “Default – Waive 90” on page 2.

YES:  Proceed to the next box.

Have you and your spouse reached an  
agreement on all issues before the 90-day 

waiting period is over? 

YES: Go to “Divorce at Any Time Without 
Waiting.”

NO: Proceed to the next box. 

You and your spouse must wait at least 90  
days to get a divorce. Any unresolved issues  

will be decided by the judge. 
See “Divorce Without  an Agreement – Part 2” on page 2. 
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https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/DivWithOutAgree1_landing.htm
https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/Waive90_landing.htm
https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/DivWithAgree_landing.htm
https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/nonad_landing.htm
https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/DivWithOutAgree2_landing.htm
https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/nonad_landing.htm
https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/DivWithAgree_landing.htm
https://jud.ct.gov/forms/grouped/family/DivWithAgree_landing.htm



