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 Good morning.  

 
My name is Jay Sandak and I am honored and proud to welcome all of you to 

this very special event - the swearing in of our next Chief Justice of the Connecticut 

Supreme Court - The Honorable Richard A. Robinson. 

 
So, who is this man that was nominated by Governor Malloy and unanimously 

confirmed by the Connecticut General Assembly?  Undoubtedly you all know that he 

was appointed as a Superior Court Judge in 2000, elevated to the Appellate Court in 

2007, and then elevated again to the Supreme Court as an Associate Justice in 2013.  

But who is he? 

 
I first met Chief Justice Robinson in the early 1980s when this young newly 

admitted attorney walked into the Corporation Counsel’s Office of the City of Stamford.  

At the time, I was Stamford’s Corporation Counsel.  As a new attorney he really did not 

have any experience in municipal law that made him an attractive candidate.  He didn’t 

have any high-powered supporters who had secretly told me that he should be hired for 

one reason or another.  I do not even think that I asked him for a writing sample to see if 

he knew the rules of grammar!  He quickly found himself counsel to Stamford’s 

legislative body – 40 strong with 40 different opinions and all 40 who looked to him as 

their personal attorney. 

 
As most of you in this room who have ever been in the position of hiring 

someone knows, once in a while someone comes along, and you just know that he will 
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be a perfect hire.  This is what happened on that day and I hired him to work as an 

attorney for the City of Stamford.  I just had that feeling that he had the makings of a 

great lawyer.  Time has proven me correct.  He quickly demonstrated that he had the 

ability to be a vigorous advocate for the City without antagonizing his opponents. 

 
His roots go back to Stamford where he was born and attended Stamford public 

schools.  From there he went to the University of Connecticut without any definite career 

plans.  From there to the University of West Virginia where he received his law degree.  

Each summer during high school, college and law school found him working to help with 

his education expenses. 

 
Growing up with his two brothers, by the way he was a middle child which might 

explain a lot, Chief Justice Robinson’s father was his steadfast mentor.  Although not a 

formally educated man, Mr. Robinson was a role model who demonstrated every day 

that through hard work anything is possible.  His mantra to his children always centered 

upon the importance of education.  There are no limitations that can’t be overcome by 

committing oneself to a continuous process of learning.  To this day, Chief Justice 

Robinson views every day and every experience as a learning opportunity.  His thirst for 

knowledge and understanding has been the bedrock of his successes during his judicial 

career.  He understands the importance of listening first and speaking second.  He 

learns more from listening than he does when he speaks.  Now, those of you who have 

appeared before him understand that this does not make him a shy individual.  He is 

quick to digest what is being said and equally quick in finding the illogic in the argument 

and challenging the premises upon which the statement has been made.  This quality 

has served him extremely well as an Appellate Judge. 

 
The position to which he is ascending might be considered overwhelming for 

some, but I am sure that is not the case for Chief Justice Robinson.  In addition to 

presiding over the proceedings of the Connecticut Supreme Court and authoring his fair 

share of opinions, the position of Chief Justice also entails being the “CEO” of the 

Connecticut Judicial Branch, which requires an authoritative personality delivered with 

respect.  These are qualities that Chief Justice Robinson possesses.  Just how big is 
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the Branch that he is charged with overseeing?  Well, here are a few statistics that will 

give you an idea. 

 
There are approximately 3,450 full time employees of the Branch who look to the 

Chief Justice as their “boss.”  Included in this number there are 7 Supreme Court 

Justices, 9 Appellate Court Judges, 165 Superior Court Judges, and 12 Family Support 

Magistrates.  

 

The Fiscal Year 2018 budget was approximately $494.3 million.  Almost half a 

billion dollars. 

 
There are 44 courthouses and numerous administrative buildings. 

 
In Fiscal Year 2017, there were 78,835 civil and criminal cases filed. 

 
All this being said, the real answer to the question “Who is this man that is going 

to be the leader of the Judicial Branch?” is found in his character and soul.  Although 

they are something to be proud about, I do not think that his 4th degree black belt in 

karate nor the fact that he can repeat from memory portions of Chaucer’s “Canterbury 

Tales” define him.  In many ways, he is a Renaissance man.  He has risen from humble 

beginnings to reach the pinnacle of his chosen career without discarding his humility 

and respect for his fellow mankind.  I would be surprised if anyone has ever been 

witness to Chief Justice Robinson ever being disrespectful to anyone.  I have not asked 

his children, but I will bet that even when he was assuming the position as a 

disciplinarian as they were growing up, that he found a way to make his points in a calm 

and civil manner.  Civility is a trait of which he can be proud, and which will serve him 

well as he assumes his new responsibilities.  All these traits are coupled with a total 

commitment to the rule of law that is ethically and fairly administered. 

 
There is no doubt that Connecticut’s judicial system will be well served being led 

by someone who is humble yet assertive, confident without an ego, intellectually 

curious, and respected by all. 
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I am proud to speak today and help the citizens of Connecticut better understand 

who Chief Justice Richard A. Robinson really is.  I am also proud to consider him a 

friend. 

 
[Swearing in by Governor Malloy] 

 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 

Congratulations, Chief Justice Robinson. 

Again, on behalf of Chief Justice Robinson and his family, I want to thank you all 

for being part of this special day. 

Let me close with a quote from Judge Learned Hand of the Second Circuit Court 

of Appeals: 

“If we are to keep democracy, there must be a commandment: Thou shalt not 

ration justice” 

With Richard A. Robinson as Chief Justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court, 

the citizens of Connecticut can be assured justice will never be rationed. 

 
 


