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“Take a Chance out East”
It is with deep gratitude and sincere appreciation that we dedicate this issue  

to the eastern region’s workplace hosts and their staff, who assist the  
Volunteer/Intern Program with providing volunteers and interns with 

opportunities to experience the judicial process firsthand.

The eastern region of the Judicial Branch Volunteer/Intern Program is 
a richly diverse area that includes (the Whaling City) New London, the 
Frog Bridge that welcomes you into Willimantic and the casinos nestled 
in the scenic hills and valleys near the city of Norwich. A little to the 
west is Middletown; which can be seen in almost its entirety from the 
rooftop of the Middlesex Superior Court. 

Within the region there are four Judicial District courthouses, four 
Geographical Area courts and three Juvenile courts. The eastern region 
has hosted 428 interns and volunteers over the past ten years.

Court Support  
Services Division
Adult Probation and Juvenile Probation
Probation offices, both adult and juvenile are the primary placements 
for undergraduate students from colleges and universities in the area 
including: University of Connecticut, Eastern Connecticut State 
University, Mitchell College, Three Rivers Community-Technical 
College, University of New Haven, Southern Connecticut State 
University and various other learning institutions including  
technical colleges. 

Continued on page 2
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Interns and volunteers are divided between probation 
offices; where they assist in the supervision of clients, 
and the IAR (Intake, Assessment, and Referral) Unit. 
Chief probation officers, such as Tina Merchant, a 
former intern serve as partners to the program insuring 
volunteers and interns receive a “hands-on” experience.

From February through April, the Judicial Branch 
offers the Court Aide and Job Shadow Programs. Many 
probation officers participate by hosting high school 
students for a day or more assisting these students with 
career exploration. 

Bail Services and Family Services
Additionally, students are referred and placed in the Bail 
Commissioner’s Office to assist with interviewing clients 
before arraignment and report to the court.

Family Services is also an interesting placement for 
interns as they are afforded the opportunity to observe 
and interact with the staff and public while processing 
referred cases. 

  

Superior Court  
Operations Division
Judiciary Placements
Judiciary placements offer excellent learning experiences 
for law school students. These interns provide valuable 
assistance to the judiciary by researching, preparing briefs 
and other crucial matters brought before the bench in a 
timely, open and efficient matter.  

 

Clerk’s Offices
This placement provides volunteers and interns the unique 
opportunity to assist court personnel and the general public 
in the initiation to disposition of criminal and civil matters.  

 

Office of Victim Services
Since 2009, the V/I Program has had the privilege of 
placing interns with the Office of Victim Services. 
Workplace hosts, such as Jeanne Barth, from the Judicial 
District of Middlesex have provided interns with an 
exceptional opportunity to participate in the judicial process 
from a distinct viewpoint. Interns have the opportunity to 
observe case discussions in judge’s chambers as well as 
witnessing court hearings and trials while assisting victims 
and their families through the judicial process. 

“Take A Chance...” Continued from page 1

Robert Boyd, Sara Stone, Samantha Morrissette and Jorge Allende

Tina Merchant and Juana Brown

Court Aides- Alec Aquino and Periklis Fokaidis with Judge McMahon
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The Volunteer and Intern Program
By Jonathan Field, Deputy Chief Clerk 

The Superior Court Judicial 
District of Middlesex at 
Middletown Clerk’s Office 
has greatly benefitted by the 
Judicial Branch Volunteer/
Intern Program. We have 

had approximately 40 to 50 interns in the past 18 years 
and our experience has been wonderful. 

 In fact, we currently have three permanent employees 
who all started out as interns, became temporary 
employees and, based on their track records as interns, 
when permanent positions were open for applicants; 
these tried and true people were quickly hired based 
in large part on their past performance. Two currently 
work in the JD Clerk’s Office and the third works in the 
GA Clerk’s Office. I also know of several other interns 
who have been hired in other clerk’s offices around the 
state based on their experience here at the Middletown 
courthouse. Many interns even move on to get jobs in 
the private sector, in law firms and thus promote good 
relations with Judicial Branch employees.   

I also think the excitement and enthusiasm that the 
interns often possess has a good effect on permanent 
Judicial Branch employees. Permanent employees react 
well to an intern’s high energy and interest by providing 
better explanations of the tasks being completed and 
by feeling themselves a rekindled concern in the work 
they are doing. I can attest to the fact that many of the 
program’s interns maintain long-lasting friendships with 
staff long after their departure

In addition to the program offering excellent exposure 
to interns for work experience, the program provides the 
employer a fertile arena for evaluating the intern’s work 
ethic, integrity and ability to get along with others. An 
honest evaluation of the intern’s experience here has the 
good effect of valuing the intern’s efforts, and makes 
it much more likely that the interns leave the program 
and spread the word among their peers that the Judicial 
Branch’s Volunteer/Intern Program is fantastic!

A Special Thanks to Workplace Hosts
NEW LONDON

 ADULT PROBATION/IAR/BAIL SERVICES

 Robert Coyne, CPO II Larry DeLong, CPO I

 Charles Donnelly, CPO I Deborah Fenner, CPO I

 Kyle Jones, Supervising IAR Specialist

 Amy Cardella Elaine Berling James Romano

 John Watts Juan Roman Reggie Stanford

 Msura Valakos Rob Amanti Samantha Turley

 Shane Vincellette Timothy Haggerty Sally Banning

 Amy Reyes Ann McKenna Luz Sales

 Janice Badger

 Andrew Castle, Family Services Supervisor

 Danielle Sanquedoce, Family Services Counselor

Continued on page 4



MIDDLETOWN
ADULT PROBATION/IAR

Jodie Ward, CPO II

 Elisa Allardice Carmen Correa

 Neal Ahern Erin Orsaris

 Sandra Cardone Maria Roma

JUVENILE PROBATION

Michaelangelo Palmieri, Supervisor II

 Charlene Shepard Nick Iazzo

COURT OPERATIONS

Jonathan Field, Deputy Chief Clerk

Jeanne Barth, Victim Advocate

Pamela Kelly, Family Services Counselor

WINDHAM
ADULT PROBATION/IAR

Tina Merchant, CPO II

Matthew Danis, CPO I

Scott Bonchuk, CPO I

 Jorge Allende Shonrael Lanier

 David Caliri Sara Stone

 Amy Gile Janet Tarallo

 Jennifer Green Doreen James

JUVENILE PROBATION

Geoff Gagnon, Supervisor

 Mary Culvey Christie Kelly Peter Watts

COURT OPERATIONS

Kay Berris, Chief Clerk

Gina Mancini Pickett, Deputy Chief Clerk

Carol Boardman, Administrative Secretary

Joseph Nash, Family Services Supervisor

Continued on last page
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NORWICH
ADULT PROBATION/IAR

Tamara Lanier, CPO II

Vicki Lathrop, CPO I

Maureen Aquino, CPO I

 Douglas Bartkowski Dan Marsh Davilee Deal

 Todd McDonnell Bryan Hall Cathy Sypher

Cate Larkin

JUVENILE PROBATION

Mark Irons, Supervisor

COURT OPERATIONS

David Gage, Chief Clerk

**Special thanks to the Honorable Kevin McMahon  
who has graciously hosted two Court Aides this summer!!**

The Connecticut Judicial Branch 
Volunteer/Intern Program 

99 East River Drive, East Hartford, CT 06108

External Affairs
Editors: 
Rhonda Stearley-Hebert
Alison Zawadski
Graphic Design and  
Publication Development:
M. Rodd

Information Technology
Printer: Commission on  
Official Legal Publications

NEWSLETTER STAFF

VOLUNTEER/INTERN PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION
Questions and Comments: (860) 282-6581

Application Deadlines

Placement opportunities, eligibility and application process  
can be obtained at our new website www.jud.ct.gov/intern

Paralegal, Graduate &  
Undergraduate Studies

Applications for Spring 2014 must 
be received by December 14, 2013

Applications for Summer 2014 
must be received by May 5, 2014

Legal Studies

Applications for Spring 2014 must 
be received by December 14, 2013

Applications for Summer 2014 must 
be received by March 13, 2014

Robyn N. Oliver, Program Manager
Robyn.Oliver@jud.ct.gov

Juana Brown, Coordinator
Juana.Brown@jud.ct.gov

Rosanne Purtill, Coordinator
Rosanne.Purtill@jud.ct.gov

Alyson Downes, Coordinator
Alyson.Downes@jud.ct.gov
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