
GoUVERNEUR MORRIS 

Good moming i...nderncn of the press. 

I u:ndc:rst2nd ch,u 1ielf'nc ofcM opinions I ha''t 
~during the Jeb.atc< •• the Consuruuon•I 
Con\'Cntinn 11rc C'Utuidc:n:J «>ntto\'etsiJ.l. so I 
oapprecfa.tc: thr: ''Pt'liOrturtit) to c.xpllin chcnl 
1nore fully. 

First, let n1c: J.,rivc you sonic: b:u:kgruund i1bou1 1ny 
experience ''•hlch fn~y help in undcl'$t'Jnding my 
vlt\vs. I \\'~S bnrn into 11 f;1n1ily \vith. I :im pruud to 
say, a long hi>mry ofpublic """ire. I graduu«i fm1n 
King's Cotlq.,-..: ir1 Nt\\' ,~ork Cit); mad (or the );aYi 

:tnd admin«I to 1he bu in lnl. l xti\'d)' ..upportcd the dfom ofow-oolonics 
robe frtt ofBritish domination. I h-;n'C ~n't'd in the New \'Ork RC\'OlutionM)' 
pro<inci•I rongru>. 1be New York kgM.acurc, >nJ 1he Conrincnml Congress. 

I c:ucgoric:.lly deny th.n I bclic:vw: that our new (0\Httry shouJd be run .uan 
11tisroen1cy. Ndrher do l bclic\'C th:n '''c sh,>uld go to the: uppositc cxttc:n1c 
and :1llQ\V unlwr'!l..11 iulfl"Jgc '''hich wnuld permit ~ny n11an to vote. ~nu: key to 11 

govcrn1·ncn1th.u avoids 1hcsc extremes of3ristocmlic or tnob rule is to give llu: 
rcsponsibiliry ror VUthlg 10 freeholders. ~1cn \VhO 0\V'll property \viii be the 
fai1hful gt1•rdions oflibcny for all:ihcy h>1·c 1he grc•1rn stake in a n:spon;iblc, 
"-ell functioning govunmcnc 2nd h:i\'('_ 1hcjudgc1nc:n1 ;ind experience 10 1n._kc 
wii;c chottt• •bout andidaics for public c>ffttt. 

Ifyoo gn"< 1hc: '"'" to mco who ha"c 110 prnpcrty they"'" sell them ro the nc:h. 
lgnor>nt poor pc<1plc will not know how to •'Ole uni<» they arc tokl and"'"" the 
\v-Jgc e;.rntr c-.&n C'.a.sity be pcnuad~d to f.1vor hlt c:rnplO)-cr's interat :1nd ignore hi1 
O\\fll,1hc 1n.-o \Yho c.1nnot exercise hi~ \111c: frcdy Is not tepn.-:sentcd. It is the nuu"I 
\vho dict.-1c:s 1hc \'Ole '"hose interest$ arc pro1ci1.;1cd, 

Children du not \"oh:. VVhy? Because 1hcy h+wc no judgc.1ncnt, because they h:lvc 
U() 'vill or Iheir O\Vll, Neither C'.ll\ the ignor:ant und Lhc dcpc.ndcnl be trusteel \Vi th 
the public lntctt!il. 

Some h3''1: Aid that limi1ing the right 10 •'Ole to frocholdcrs will cxdudc 
mcrch;atu~ and businessnxn ,,.ho may h.J\T .& •takt: 1n public af&.irs. But 1hosc in 
the mcrth>nt cl1's who truly ha•'< the publk in1e""' al heart will .tso "'""the 
wcahh m ><quire property which would then qu.alify thc:m .. fittholdm. Ifnm, 
1h"y do 1101 dcsctvc: iL 

I \Yi11 now be 'villing to tan.S\\"Cf ~n)' qucSTions you h,1Vc. 
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