Connecticut Supreme Court Historical Society
Minutes
Board of Directors Meeting – December 19, 2016
President Wesley Horton called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. in the Supreme Court Lawyers
Lounge. Others present were: Jeff Babbin, Dean Jennifer Brown, Kathy Calibey, Judge Henry
Cohn, Pat Fahey, Bill Fish, Dean Tim Fisher, Paul Giguere, Dean Eric Gouvin, Daniel Krisch,
Molly LeVan, Matthew Necci, Donald Rogers, Erick Sandler, Jonathan Weiner, Jeff White,
Mike Widener, Kendall Wiggin, and Justice Peter Zarella.
Mr. Horton noted Justice Zarella’s upcoming retirement from the Connecticut Supreme Court
and made several remarks regarding the Justice’s help in getting this Society off the ground.
Other members expressed their gratitude to Justice Zarella.
The Board voted to approve the minutes of the Board meeting from September 12, 2016.
The Board voted to approve the Treasurer’s Report as of December 16, 2016. There was a
discussion of printing costs for the Journal and of dues invoices.
For the Membership Committee, Dan Krisch reported no change in membership and that renewal
notices were being sent.
Judge Henry Cohn and Jeff White were appointed to the Nominating Committee, to report at the
Annual Meeting.
There was a long and wide-ranging discussion about law schools and their students becoming
more involved with the Society. The Long-Range Planning Committee had suggested that law
school deans be made members of the Society. Jeff White remarked that the CBA Young
Lawyers Section had sought to involve law students as liaisons to the Section. Matt Necci
suggested having appellate law events that combined this Society, the Young Lawyers Section,
and law students. There was a discussion that millennials are interested in “access” – and
perhaps there should be a brown bag lunch involving 15-20 law students and a Supreme Court
Justice or prominent appellate lawyer. Dan Krisch suggested having law students as ex officio
members of the Board and then obtain their ideas, and also to man a table at law schools when
there is an opportunity, and also to consider reaching out to History Departments at colleges
(query whether graduate students or also undergraduates?). Don Rogers agreed that reaching out
to History Departments is a good idea.
Dean Tim Fisher referred to possibly having appellate arguments at UConn with the Society
involved in making introductory remarks. Dean Jennifer Brown referred to law students being
anxious about jobs, and we should think about mentoring and networking opportunities; and,
also, that one way to interact with law students might be through the law school journals. There
was also a suggestion about interacting with state affinity bars or law student groups that might

be interested in how the Connecticut Supreme Court has handled various issues. Dean Eric
Gouvin remarked on challenges, including fewer law students today – and that law students are
interested in connecting with actual lawyers and it might be hard to convince them to attend
events billed simply as “history” events – and that history students might be more promising
targets, particularly if there was an internship opportunity (to connect school studies to the larger
world).
A suggestion was made about re-enacting old cases, perhaps obtaining student help for extern
credit or as a connection for jobs (i.e., a palpable payoff). Molly LeVan suggested marking our
programs better known, and any assistance from the Deans to the Society’s Program Committee
would be useful in identifying who to contact at the law schools and push the right buttons.
Dean Brown said she’d be happy to help find the right path at her law school for each Society
event. Dean Gouvin suggested that students would react more positively if information about
programs came through trusted social media rather than through a law school dean. Don Rogers
suggested reaching out to history and government faculty working with students, and that CCSU
has public history students who might be interested in internships. Dean Gouvin acknowledged
that it could be hard to interest law students in Connecticut Legal History, even if it was pitched
as a competition. Dan Krisch suggested having an event at a law school each year. A suggestion
was also made to provide an opportunity for a student to publish in a Society publication.
Matt Necci was appointed as chair of a Student Involvement Committee.
Dean Fisher will talk to Mr. Necci to give him ideas. Dean Fisher also suggested taking an
existing event at a law school and tie this Society into that event and perhaps have someone from
the Society give some remarks at the event.
The meeting turned to the topic of restoring a plaster model of the State Library-Supreme Court
building (and Justice Zarella left the meeting at this time). Ken Wiggin distributed a proposal for
treatment of the model from the Williamstown Art Conservation Center, which includes three
options and recommends the listed Option A. (Attached.) It was suggested that one way to
honor Justice Zarella would be to restore and display the model. There ensued a discussion of a
location for the restored model, perhaps in the lobby of the building. There was also a discussion
of funding the restoration (whether through fundraising or from the Society’s general fund). Ken
Wiggin remarked that Justice Zarella had been very supportive of the building, and he suggested
that we move forward with the Option A as set forth in the proposal. A motion was made to
approve the Option A and use the Society’s general funds up to $6,600 (i.e., the $5,600 for
Option A set forth in the proposal, plus a $1,000 reserve) with the ability to come back to the
Board if more funds are needed. The motion passed. It was stated that the project would be
done in honor of Justice Zarella and his contribution to the Society.
The Program Committee distributed a report (attached), which referenced the Fall 2016 Society
meeting and the upcoming Annual meeting on April 5, 2017, at the New Haven Lawn Club (with
the talk given by Columbia law school Professor Philip Hamburger).
A discussion ensured about how to honor Justice Zarella at the Annual Meeting. The Program
Committee will work in how to do this, including announcing the model restoration and have
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some photos available. The Chief Justice will be asked to make some remarks. A picture of the
model can be given to Justice Zarella as a gift.
On the day of the Annual Meeting, at 3:30 p.m., Mike Widener will host a tour for the Board in
the rare book room of the Yale Law School library.
Don Rogers presented a proposal for Connecticut History Day’s competition on April 29, 2017,
with the Society offering a prize ($500 each for middle school and high school awards), and with
the proposal (see Attached) offering a description of the prize to guide the competition’s judges.
After discussion, a motion was made to approve the prize description set forth in the first bullet
point in the attached Don Rogers memorandum, and the motion was approved.
It was discussed that Barbara Schellenberg is in touch with the printer and that we are on track
for publishing the next edition of Supreme Court History.
It was announced that the next Board meeting will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 5,
2017, at the New Haven Lawn Club, before the Annual Meeting.
Mike Widener made a motion for the first batch of the Society’s archives to be donated to the
Connecticut State Library’s archive, with Wes Horton to sign the Deed of Gift for the State
Archivist to take custody of the records. The motion was approved.
The meeting adjourned at 3:08 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeffrey R. Babbin
Assistant Secretary/Assistant Treasurer
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