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Minutes 

 

Connecticut Judicial Branch 

Task Force to Study the Feasibility of Establishing Opioid Intervention Courts 

 

Meeting of Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Litchfield Judicial District Courthouse at Torrington 

Courtroom C3 

50 Field Street, Torrington, CT 

 

Members in attendance:  Judge Patrick Carroll, III, Chair; Judge Joan K. Alexander; Judge 

Robert J. Devlin, Jr.; Doreen Del Bianco; Dean Timothy Fisher; Michael Hines; Ivan Kuzyk; Dr. 

Michael Norko; Atty. Christine Rapillo; Gary A. Roberge; Atty. Kevin T. Kane.  
 
Members absent:  Judge Elizabeth Bozzuto; Dr. Miriam E. Delphin-Rittmon; Lawrence D’Orsi, 

II; Commissioner Scott Semple. 
 
Staff present:  Atty. Matthew Berardino. 

 

I.  Welcome and Introductions 
 

Judge Carroll convened the meeting at 10:14 a.m. 

 

II.  Approval of minutes from the last meeting held on October 17, 2018 

 

Judge Carroll entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting.  The motion 

was made and seconded.  The Task Force approved the minutes by voice vote. 

 

III.  Overview of the Recommendations of the Task Force 

 

Judge Carroll noted that a member of the public asked to speak, however because the Task Force 

meeting did not include a public hearing, he invited the member of the public to submit a written 

comment for the Task Force’s consideration. 

 

Mike Hines gave an overview of the Task Force’s recommendations including expansion of the 

Treatment Pathway Program (TPP), funding to the Public Defenders for two additional social 

workers, contract for an additional 123 residential slots for defendants not eligible for TPP, and 

legislative review of the Early Intervention (ESI) Pilot Program. 

 

Judge Carroll also reemphasized the need to frame the opioid crisis as a public health issue. 

 

IV.  Comments from the Public 
 

Matthew Berardino distributed a written comment from a member of the public that was received 

by the Task Force by email prior to the meeting, and invited the Task Force members to read the 

comment. 
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Judge Carroll also noted that an additional written comment would be distributed to the Task 

Force members once received. 

 

V.  Discussion 

 

Dean Fisher suggested adding an additional recommendation to the Task Force’s report urging 

adoption of the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program across the state. 

 

Kevin Kane discussed overlap of LEAD with ESI, that ESI takes diversion a step further by 

getting prosecutors involved, and that both programs work to get mental health and social issues 

out of court.  He noted that LEAD gives people an incentive to seek treatment, and emphasized 

the importance of diversion at the front end of the system. 

 

Judge Carroll suggested amending the Task Force’s fourth recommendation to include a mention 

of LEAD and encouraging municipalities to follow that model.  There was consensus among the 

members of the Task Force to make this change. 

 

Ivan Kuzyk noted that Connecticut still does not have a good understanding of how quickly the 

opioid crisis is growing, and emphasized the importance of someone at the state level 

determining which populations are most at risk, and prevention.  Judge Carroll suggested that 

this point be included in the Task Force’s transmittal letter to the General Assembly when the 

report is sent. 

 

Kevin Kane noted that as opioids decline, it is necessary to be aware that other drugs can take 

their place.  Judge Carroll acknowledged this, and stated that the Task Force should push 

forward with its recommendations. 

 

Christine Rapillo noted that the interventions recommended by the Task Force would apply to all 

drugs, not just opioids. 

 

Doreen Del Bianco noted that the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services might 

have some of the numbers regarding at risk populations.  Ivan Kuzyk agreed, but stated that there 

is not a good understanding of what is driving the numbers.   

 

VI.  Approval of the Report 

 

The Task Force unanimously approved the report subject to the changes noted during the 

meeting, and review of the public comment received. 

 

VII.  Mechanism to Approve Minutes from December 11, 2018 Meeting 

 

The Task Force members agreed that, since this was the final meeting, the minutes would be 

distributed by email, and a vote for approval would be taken by email. 

 

VIII.  Adjournment – The Task Force adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 


