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Minutes 

 

Connecticut Judicial Branch 

Task Force to Study the Feasibility of Establishing Opioid Intervention Courts 

 

Meeting of Wednesday, October 17, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Litchfield Judicial District Courthouse at Torrington 

Courtroom C3 

50 Field Street, Torrington, CT 

 

Members in attendance:  Judge Patrick Carroll, III, Chair; Judge Joan K. Alexander; Doreen Del 

Bianco; Dr. Miriam E. Delphin-Rittmon; Judge Robert J. Devlin, Jr.; Lawrence D’Orsi, II; Dean 

Timothy Fisher; Michael Hines; Ivan Kuzyk; Dr. Michael Norko; Atty. Christine Rapillo; Gary 

A. Roberge. 
 
Atty. Brian Austin appeared on behalf of Atty. Kevin T. Kane; Dr. Kathleen Maurer appeared on 

behalf of Commissioner Scott Semple. 
 
Members absent:  Judge Elizabeth Bozzuto. 
 
Staff present:  Atty. Matthew Berardino. 

 

I.  Welcome and Introductions 
 

Judge Carroll convened the meeting at 10:05 a.m. 

 

II.  Approval of minutes from the last meeting held on September 18, 2018 

 

Judge Carroll entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting.  The motion 

was made and seconded.  The Task Force approved the minutes by voice vote. 

 

III.  Overview of current programs provided by the Department of Mental Health and 

Addiction Services (DMHAS) 

 

Dr. Delphin-Rittmon presented a slideshow to the Task Force about the current programs 

DMHAS has for individuals addicted to opioids. 

 

Following the slideshow, Judge Carroll commented on the importance of getting the word out 

about the DMHAS programs, and asked Dr. Delphin-Rittmon how many, of the 65,000 

participants DMHAS has seen, came to them through the criminal justice system. 

 

Dr. Delphin-Rittmon stated that DMHAS can investigate that number. 

 

Dr. Maurer stated that the number is less than one might think, but that there are data issues 

around this, and linking individuals from the Department of Correction (DOC) to DMHAS 

programs following their reentry. 
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Judge Carroll and Dr. Maurer emphasized that the opioid crisis is a public health crisis foremost, 

in addition to a criminal justice issue, and that it must be addressed at many levels of society, 

specifically with options that keep people out of the criminal justice system in the first place. 

 

Dr. Delphin-Rittmon noted the efforts of the Alcohol and Drug Policy Council to take a 

multiagency and community approach to the issue. 

 

Doreen Del Bianco asked about the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program. 

 

Dr. Delphin-Rittmon explained that the program is in Hartford and New Haven, and enables law 

enforcement to refer individuals who are suffering from an addiction who come in contact with 

police to a DMHAS program, as opposed to arresting them. 

 

Dean Fisher inquired whether any of the grant money that has been available has included 

money to examine cost effectiveness of the programs, and Dr. Delphin-Rittmon stated that 10 to 

15 percent has been for this purpose.  Dr. Delphin-Rittmon also stated that this data has been the 

impetus for some federal legislation. 

 

Dr. Maurer and Dr. Delphin-Rittmon discussed the financial sustainability of the programs, and 

that DOC depends on DMHAS for its in-facility programs.  Dr. Delphin-Rittmon noted that 

Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) can be funded through Medicaid, but not in a corrections 

setting. 

 

IV.  Overview of opioid court measures taken by other states 
 

Mike Hines presented a slideshow to the Task Force about opioid courts in other states, primarily 

focusing on Buffalo, NY, the Bronx, and Cumberland County, PA. 

 

Judge Carroll noted that Mike Hines, Dr. Kathleen Maurer and Judge Devlin will discuss 

Connecticut’s programs at the New England Regional Conference of Criminal Justice, as there 

has been interest from other states in this model. 

 

Gary Roberge asked if there was recidivism data from Buffalo, and Mike Hines responded that 

the court was only formed in 2017, so it is too recent to have that data. 

 

Christine Rapillo noted that it can be counterproductive for defendants to appear too often at 

court, and asked if there is outcome data from the regular docket in Buffalo to compare.  Mike 

Hines stated that there is not much data available from Buffalo, but that it is difficult to get 

people to return to court frequently. 

 

Atty. Rapillo noted that there are constitutional and due process issues with the Buffalo model. 

 

Judge Devlin asked if the defendants at the Buffalo court appear before a judge every day, and 

Mike Hines responded that they do. 
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Judge Devlin stated that in looking at the opioid issue from a public health perspective, it is 

necessary to uncouple a person’s addiction from their court case, which is accomplished by 

Connecticut’s Treatment Pathways Program (TPP).   

 

Dr. Maurer agreed that TPP is more primarily a healthcare program, that multiple court 

appearances can needlessly punish and that it must be recognized that relapse is a part of the 

recovery process. 

 

V.  Discussion and next steps 

 

Judge Carroll stated that the Task Force’s next step is to prepare a draft of its report, but that 

input is needed from everyone at the table.  Task Force members are to submit concepts, and 

once a draft is put together, it will be posted on the Task Force’s webpage for public comment. 

 

VI.  Adjournment 
 

The Task Force adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 


