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STATE OF CONNECTlCUT 
JUDICIAL BRANCH 

STATEWXDE~MEVANCE COMMFTTEE 
Michael P. Bowler, Statewide Bar Counsel 287 Main Street 

Second FIoor - Suite Two 
Easi Hartford, CTU6118-1885 

(860) 568-5157 F ~ x  (860) 568-4953 
Judicial Branch Websire: wwwJud. cr. gov 

Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel Attorney Mitchell A. Cohen 
100 Washington Street 43 Woodland Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 Suite 500 

Hartford, CT 06105 

RE: Grievance Complaint #M-0935, Kirsch v . Cohen 

Dear Chief Disciplinary Counsel and Respondent: 

Pursuant to Practice Book 52-82, the undersigned, duly-appointed reviewing cormnittee ~f 
the Statewide Grievance Committee, has reviewed the Admission of Conduct and Discipline by , 
Consent filed March 28,2007 and submitted for approval in the above referenced matter. After 
careful consideration of the Admission of Conduct and Discipline by Consent, the Affidavit of the 
Respondent submitted pursuant to Practice Book $2-82(d) and the entire record, and after 
conducting a hearing pursuant to Practice Book $2-82@) on April 4,2007, the undersigned hereby 
APPROVE the Admission of Conduct and Discipline by Consent, a copy of which is attached 
hereto. Accordingly, the disposition agreed to by the Chief Disciplinary Counsel and the 
Respondent in the above referenced matter and set forth in the AdPnissiorn of Conduct and 
Discipline by Consent, is hereby made an order of this reviewing committee. The Respondent is 
reprimanded, 

So ordered. 

cc: Randy A. Kirsch 
Attorney Edward Czaczkes 
Attorney John Quinn 
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STATEWIDE GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

GRIEVANCE COMPLAINT NO. 06-0935 

RANDY A. KIRSCH 
complainant 

MITCHELL A. COHEN 
Respondent 

ADMISSION OF CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE BY CONSENT 

Pursuant to Practice Book 5 2-82, the undersigned Respond~nt, Mltchell A. Cohen, 
and Disciplinary Counsel stipulate and agree as follows: 

I This matter was instituted by a grievance complaint flletd by the Complainant, 
Randy A. Kirsch, on November 3,2006. 

2. On December 20,2006, the Hartford Judicial Distrid Grievanw Panel found 
probable muse that Attorney Cohen violated Rules 1.3 (Diligence) and 1.4 
(Comrnunlcation) of the Rules of Professional Conduct in the representation 
of Randy Kimch for the general discharge of his unsecured debts as well as 
discharge of student loans owed to Sallie Mae and the U.S. Department of 
Education. On February 20,2007,. the Reviewing Committee, acting pursuant 
to Pradice Book 92-35(c), found that there was also probable cauae that 
Attorney Cohen vlolated Rules 1.5(b) (Written Fee Agreement) and 1.16(d) 
(Terminating Representation) in his representation of Randy Klrsch. 

3. Attorney Cohen has tendered an adrnlssion of conduct In accordance with 
his affidavit attached hereto, acknowledging that he violated Rule 1.5(b) of 
the Rules of Prdssional Conduct. 

4. Attomy Cohen acknowledges that he verbally agreed in a telephone 
conversation with Paula Kirsch, wife of Randy Kinch end Randy Kirsch's 
attorney-in-fact, ta represent Randy Klrsch In obtaining a general discharge 
of his unsecured debts as well a$ obtaining tho dlecharge of student loans 
owed to Sallie Mae and the U.S. Department of Education. Attorney Cohen 
and Paula Kirsch verbally agreed to a fee of $750. Later, Attorney Cohen 
listed the fee in the bankruptcy filing as $700. 

Office of the Qief Gscipiinary Camel 
100 W a s h i m  St 

Hartford, CT 06106 
TcI: 860-706-5055 Fax: 860-706-5063 
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I 5. Attorney Cohen ecknowMges that he did not execute a wrltten fee 
agreement with efther Paula or Randy Kirsch, In violation of Rule I.$(b). 

6. With respect to the alleged violstlon of Rule 1.3, Attorney Cohen 
acknowledges that the hearing to reopen the bankruptcy proceeding was 
rescheduled three times: twlce for la& of proper notice and once because 
Attorney Cohen's presence was required elsewhere at a court procmcling for 
another client. 

With resped to the alleged violation of Rule 1.4, Dlsdpllnary Counsel found 
that Attorney Cohen dld communicate wlth Mr. Kirsch, his spouse, Paula 
Kirsch, and his son, Brion Kirsch. when there worn afflrmative developments 
in the proceedings. Attorney Cohen did not immediately return a substantial 
number of phone calls, e-malls, and letters from Mr. Kirsch, Ms. Kirsch and 
Brion Klrsch when proceedings had been delayed and there were no 
sffirmathre developments. Nonetheless, the Kirsches were dlssatlsfied with 
the degree of communication throughout Attorney Cohen's representation. 

8. WrUl respect to the alleged violation of Rule 1 .I 6(d), Attorney Gohen has 
stated in the attached affidavit that he tumd over to Paula Kirsch all 
paperwork in him possession related to his representation of Randy Klrsch, 
induding all affidavits made in the course of the general bankruptcy 
proceeding and In pursuit of the discharge of the student loans. Attorney 
Cohen acknowtedges that a month elapeed between the date on which he 
was notified of his termination by letter from Randy Kimch, and the date on 
whlch he turned over Randy Kirsch's flle to Paula Klrsch. 

9, Dlsclpllnary Counsel recommends that Attorney Cohen be reprimanded for 
the violatiin of Rule 1.5@) (Written Fee Agreement). 

'lo. Pursuant to Practice Book Section 2-82(e), Dlsclpllnary Counsel 
recommends that the Statewide Grievance Committee dismiss the charges 
that Attorney Cohen violated Rules 1.3 (Diligen~e), 1.4 (Communication), 
and 1.16(d) (Termlnating Representation). 

11. Complainant Randy Kirsch has been advised of this Adrnlsslon of Conduct 
and Dlsdpline by Consent and objects to dismissal of the charges of Rule 
1.3,1.4, and 1.16(d) violations. Mr. Klrsch does not intend to make a 
statement before the Committee. 

WHEREFORE, t h l ~  matter is submitted to this Committee for the lrnpoaltlon 
of appropriate disposition in accordance with Practice Book § 2-82(a). 

Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel 
1 00 Washington St. 
Hartfiord, CT 06 106 

Tel: 860-706-5055 Fax: 860-706-5063 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) 
1 ss. Hartford 

COUNTY OF HARTFORD ) 

I I am over the age of 18 and b e l i  in the obligation of an oath. Pursuant to 

( Practice Book 52-82. I make the following affklavlt: 

1. The Admission of Conduct and Dlsdplme by Conscnl attached hereto and 
made a part hereof are voluntarity submitted. 

2. 1 herein consent to the submission of this matter to the Statewide Grievance 
Cornrnlttoe for disposition pursuant to Connet;tlcuP Practice Book 92-82(a). 

3. 1 am awere that I have a rlght to a full hearing an this matter with the 
assistance of an attorney and I wake that right by enterlng into this 
agreement. 

4. 1 have been sublect nelther to werclon nor duress and I am &13( aware of the 
implications of this Affidavit and Admission of Condud and Dis~ipline by 
Consent. 

5. I am aware of the current proceeding regarding my alleged violation of Rules 
1.3 (Diligence), 1.4 (Communhtion), 1.5@) (Written Agreement, end 1.1 6(d) 
(Terminating Representation), as they specifically relate to my repmsentation 
of Randy Kirsch. 

6. 1 represented Randy Kirsch in a general bankruptcy proceeding discharging 
hls unsecured debts, and in the discharge of student loans owed to Salk 
Mae and the U.S. Department of Education. Randy Kirsch requested that I 
represent him in a letter dated July 7,2004. 1 verbally agreed to represent 
him In a general discharge of his debts and the dmbchrge of the student 
loans in a conwmatlon with Paula Kirsch, who l'understood to be Randy 
Kirsch's attorneyin-fect. In that conversation, Paula Kirsch and I agreed to a 
fee of $750. 

7.  1 agree that I violated Rule 1.5(b) (Written Fee Agreement) by failing to 
execute a written fee agreement with Randy Kirsch. 

8. I hereby verify that I do not have In my possession any affidavits or other 
documents from the tile of Randy Kirsch that I have not turned over to Randy 

Office of the Chief D i s c i p l i i  Counsel 
100 Washington St. 
Hartford, CT 061 06 

Tel: 860-706-5055 Fax: 860-706-5063 
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Kirsch, Paula Kirsch, or Attorney Ronald Chor~hes. 

I Subscribed and mom to before me 

Ofice of the Chief Disdplinary Counsel 
100 Washhgton St. 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Tel: 860-706-5055 Fax: 860-706-5063 


