
MINUTES  
STRATEGIC PLAN ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE  

January 7, 2010  
 
 

The Strategic Plan Assessment Committee met in the Supreme Court Attorney Conference 
Room at 231 Capital Avenue in Hartford on Thursday, January 7, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.  
 
Members in attendance were: Hon. Alexandra DiPentima (Chair), Hon. Patrick L. Carroll III, 
Hon. William T. Cremins, Hon. Frank M. D’Addabbo, Hon. Dennis G. Eveleigh, Hon. Brian 
T. Fischer, Hon. Barbara M. Quinn and Hon. Elliot N. Solomon.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:10 p.m.  
 
 

I. Judge DiPentima welcomed Chief Justice Chase T. Rogers.  Chief Justice Rogers 
thanked the Committee for their hard work, especially in light of the current 
budget crisis.  The Chief Justice said that the Judicial Branch is going forward 
with implementation despite the budget limitations.  She indicated that the 
Branch is committed to its mission to resolve matters brought before it a fair, 
timely, efficient and open manner and will remain dedicated to that mission 
regardless of the budget issues 

 
Judge DiPentima then called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
November 24, 2009 meeting of the Strategic Plan Assessment Committee.  Upon 
motion and second, the minutes were unanimously approved.  

 
II. Judge DiPentima introduced the guest speaker, Dr. Steven P. Lanza of the 

University of Connecticut.  Dr. Lanza is the executive editor of The Connecticut 
Economy at the University’s Department of Economics, and is a lecturer in 
economics at UConn and other area colleges.  Dr. Lanza provided an overview of 
the serious economic recession that the entire country has been suffering under 
for the last two years.  He indicated that the recession has social impacts that can 
and do impact the resources of the judicial system, including increasing numbers 
of foreclosure cases, higher numbers of eviction and other housing cases, more 
family and domestic cases, and more criminal cases, and an overall increase in 
the number of self-represented parties.  Dr. Lanza stated that the recession in 
Connecticut sharply reduced the Interest On Lawyers Trust Accounts (IOLTA) 
fund administered by the Connecticut Bar Foundation and is in part used to 
provide legal aid services to the poor and that the lack of access to free or 
affordable legal services can impact justice.  Dr. Lanza also stated that the 
economic trends show that the “Great Recession” is in fact over, but it is going to 
be years before there is a full recovery in Connecticut, and it is likely to be at 
least 2013 before there is real stability in the state budget. 

 
III. The members of the Strategic Plan Assessment Committee continued their 

presentations of fifteen initiatives of the Strategic Plan.  The initiatives addressed 
were:  Information/Privacy, Uniformity, Civility/Decorum in the Courts, 

 1
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Judge DiPentima reminded committee members of the importance of promoting 
awareness among Branch staff and members of the Strategic Plan, the vision, 
mission and values, and what the Plan entails. 
 
Committee members engaged in a discussion about performance measures and 
started identifying initiatives that were best suited for them. 

 
IV. The next meeting of the Strategic Plan Assessment Committee will be February 

25, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. at the Supreme Court Attorney’s Conference Room at 231 
Capitol Avenue in Hartford.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 


